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Geography 
 

Topic Core 
Coverage  

Vocabulary Skills 

Early 
Years 

Our Outdoor 
Areas 

Navigating around our classroom 
and outdoor area. 
Recognise some environment that 
are different to the one in which 
we live. 
Explore and  observe changes in 
the natural world – weather, 
culture, clothing, housing 

Environment, place, quiet, busy, 
calm, noisy, similar, same, 
different, old, new, past, present 

Map Skills 
Follow simple directions. 
Draw and create their own maps using 
real objects, and/or pictures and 
symbols. 
Use a simple map with symbols to spot 
features in the school grounds or in the 
local community. 
Range and depth of geographical 
knowledge 
Name and locate different parts of the 
local community. 
Use the local area for exploring both the 
built and the natural environment. 
Express their opinions on natural and 
built environments. 
Geographical enquiry 
Comment and ask questions about 
aspects of their familiar world such as the 
place where they live or the natural 
world. Show care and concern for living 
things and the environment 

Maps and 
Countries 

Draw information from simple 
maps 
Recognise differences in life 
between this country and others 
Journeys – What we will see and 
how we will get there. 
All around us- Our school and our 
homes 
 

Technology, programme, move, 
direction, forwards, backwards, 
route, school, home, map, 
country, continents. 

Year 
1 

My School & 
Local Area 

Where is my school? 
What can I find around my school? 
How does my school look from 
above? 
What are the local amenities near 
my school? 
Where are these amenities in 
relation to my school? 
What makes up a town? 
Simple compass direction 
Create a simple map of the school. 

Aerial view 
Floor plan 
Route 
Town 
Amenities 
Local 
Directions N, S, W, E 

Map Skills 
Follow directions (up/down, left/right, 
forwards/backwards) 
Draw picture maps of imaginary places 
and from stories 
Use own symbols on imaginary map 
Use simple picture maps to move around 
the school.  
Recognise that a map is about a place. 
 
Range and depth of geographical 
knowledge 
Begin to use a simple world map to 
identify continents and main oceans as 
well as the UK. 
Begin to use photographs to identify 
features. 
 
Geographical enquiry Make observations 
about where things are within the 
school/local area. 
Ask basic geographical questions e.g. 
What is it like to live in this place? 
Use basic geographical vocabulary 

Where do I live? 
(Our Country) 

Our local area, city and country 
Four countries in the UK 
Capital cities 
Flags  
Seas surrounding island of Great 
Britain 
UK landmarks - London 

United Kingdom, Great 
Britain, Country, Island, City, 
Capital city, Sea, 
Landmark, England, Scotland, 
Wales, Northern Ireland, Irish 
Sea, North Sea 
English Channel 

At the Farm What is a farm 
Importance of farms 
Job of a farmer 
Features of farms 
Seasonal changes on a farm 
Life in Edgware vs life on a farm 

Farmer, Harvesting, Planting, 
Fertilizing  
Livestock, Dairy, Barns, Fields, 
Farmhouse,  Crops, Pastures, 
Seasons, Spring, Summer, 
Autumn, Winter, Town 

Seasons 
(Linked to the 

Science curriculum. 
The Seasons are 

covered throughout 
the year) 

Seasonal change 
How the weather affects us 
Weather dangers 
Weather around the world 
Climates 

Seasons, Observations, Record, 
Temperature, Thermometer, 
Affects, waterproof 

Year 
2 

 

What a 
wonderful 
world. 

What is a continent? 
World’s seven continents 
World’s five oceans 
Identify which oceans surround 
each continent 
Difference in climates 
Maps and compasses 

Continent, Ocean, population, 
landmark, Australasia, desert, 
rainforest, compass, climate, 
equator, tropical, temperate, 
currency, cuisine, aerial 

Map Skills 
Follow directions using four compass 
points 
Draw a map of a real or imaginary place  
Begin to understand/use and construct a 
key  
Follow a route on a map. 
 
Range and depth of geographical 
knowledge 
Use an atlas to locate places   

Sensational 
Safari 

Where is Kenya? 
Weather and climates 
National parks and reserves 
The Masabi Tribe 
School life in Kenya 

Endangered, Game reserve, 
Habitat, Migration , National 
park, Rural, Savannah, tourists 



The Big five (animals) Locate and name the continents and 
oceans on a globe. 
Use aerial photographs to identify 
features. 
 
Geographical enquiry 
Give detailed reasons to support views 
on a place, people or environment 
Ask geographical questions e.g. How has 
this place changed?  Using key physical 
and human features. 

Beside The 
Seaside  

Seaside holidays in the past 
Visiting beaches in the UK and 
abroad 
Seaside towns 
Physical & Human features of the 
Seaside  

Local area, National, Resort, 
Tourist, Feature, Physical 
feature, Human feature, Pier, 
Promenade, Victorian, Sea 
bathing, Attractions, Bay, 
harbour, climate 

Year 
3 

The UK Key facts of the UK 
Counties 
Timeline of London 
Prime Meridian 
Why do people move to the UK? 

County, Prime Meridian, 
immigration, UK, Great Britain, 
landmark, Millennium 

Map Skills 
Begin to use letter/number co-ordinates 
to locate features on a map 
Know why a key is needed and use 
standard symbols 
 
Range and depth of geographical 
knowledge 
Use a junior atlas to locate places within 
a country/continent 
Geographical enquiry 
Recognise comparisons between 
locations e.g. using: annotated 
photos/pictures; temperatures in 
different locations; population figures 
Explain geographical processes/issues 
using drawing and annotations 

Rainforests The Amazon rainforest 
Climate 
Deforestation 
Layers  
How to protect the rainforest 
 

Climate, deforestation, 
equator, humid, native tribes, 
species, weather 

Land Use How to Sketch a map and use 
symbols and a Key 
What is a Cartographer? 
Topographical maps (Showing 
rivers, lakes, mountains other 
physical features) 
Population map of UK 
How is rural space used in the UK? 

Agriculture, counties, recreation, 
retail, rural, symbol, urban 

Year 
4 

Extreme Earth Volcanoes 
Tsunamis 
Tornadoes 
Earthquakes 
Layers of the Earth 
Layers of the soil 

Cumulonimbus cloud 
Erupt 
Fossils 
Magma 
Tectonic plates 

Map Skills 
Use eight compass points to describe 
location 
Use letter/number co-ordinates to locate 
features on a map confidently  
Begin to recognise symbols on an 
ordinance survey map 
 
Range and depth of geographical 
knowledge 
Use a junior atlas to locate places on a 
world-wide scale 
Begin to use an atlas to study features of 
places  
 
Geographical enquiry 
Explain comparisons between locations 
Explain geographical processes/issues 

Marvellous 
Maps 

Use 8 Compass points to describe a 
location 
Identifying symbols on ordinance 
survey maps. 
Grid references 
Use digital mapping to locate 
places and features 

Atlas, compass, digital map, 
easting, grid references, 
National Grid, northing, 
ordnance survey maps, symbols 

Exploring 
Eastern Europe 

All about Europe 
Physical Geography 
Human Geography 
Famous landmarks 

Agriculture, arable, climate, 
continent, country, human 
geography, landscapes, physical 
geography, population, 
precipitation, weather 

Year 
5 

Enough for 
Everyone 

What do we need? 
Types of power station 
Renewable energy 
Conserving resources 
Where our food comes from 
Ways of saving resources, 

Conserve, consume, fertile land, 
food miles, import, non-
renewable energy, produced, 
renewable energy, solar energy, 
turbine 

Map Skills 
Use eight compass points to describe 
location accurately 
Use four figure co-ordinates to locate 
features on a map 
Draw a sketch/ thematic map using 
symbols and a key 
Recognise symbols on an OS map 
Acknowledge different scales between 
maps 
 
Range and depth of geographical 
knowledge 
Use an atlas to explain the features of 
places 
Compare maps with aerial photographs 
 
Geographical enquiry 
Compares sets of data and analyse the 
evidence  
Examine cause and effect of geographical 
processes/ issues 

All Around the 
World 

Longitude and latitude 
Time Zones around the world 
Polar regions 
The Tropics 

Co-ordinates, hemisphere, 
observatory, polar, precipitation 

Raging Rivers & 
The Water Cycle 

The Water Cycle 
The course of a river 
Meander 
Oxbow lakes 
How do we use rivers? 
Dams 
Hydroelectric Power 

Channel, dam, 
deposition/deposit, discharge, 
erosion, mouth, source, tidal 
bore, tributaries, valley 

Year 
6 

The Amazing 
Americas 

The Americas 
How can you compare different 
places? 
(Physical and Human) 
Climate Groups 
The 7 Wonders of the World 
Natural wonders of Americas 

Biomes, climate, continent, 
country, equator, flora/fauna, 
latitude, longitude 

Map Skills 
Use eight compass points to describe 
location accurately and confidently 
Begin to use six figure grid references 
Use latitude and longitude on atlas maps 
Draw a range of sketch/thematic maps 
using OS symbols and a key 



 

Trade & 
Economics 

What does the UK trade? 
Trading with El Salvador 
How does fair trade work? 
How has trading changed through 
history? 
The global economy 

Trade, import, export, goods, 
global, fair trade, globalisation, 
global supply chain, 
multinational, economy 

Draw and interpret maps of different 
scales 
 
Range and depth of geographical 
knowledge 
Use an atlas to analyse and draw 
conclusions about the features of places 
Look at patterns/ comparisons and 
explain reasons behind them 
 
Geographical enquiry 
Analyse evidence and draw conclusions 
from sets of data 
Draw conclusions about the cause and 
effect of geographical processes/ issues 

Journeys – 
Where are we 
going?  
 

How to use the Tube Map  
Map of UK 

Individual projects on a journey of 
their choice, linking map work, 
physical features and human 
geography skills  
(Links to History and Jewish family- 
a physical journey) 

Economic effects  
Tourism  
Commuters  
Offset  
Airmiles and co2 emissions  
Exchange rate  


