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WELCOME TO THE  

BEIT SHVIDLER READING CHALLENGE! 

 

Reading is fun, it helps you learn and takes you places 

you’ve never been before! 

 

Please write down every time you have read a book 

and have completed one of the challenge tasks.  Show 

it to your teacher.   

 

You will find a list of recommended books for each 

class. You do not need to read those books - you can 

choose your own or you can choose from another 

class’s list. You can read fiction, non-fiction, poetry 

books or listen to an audio book.  

 

You will receive a reading champion certificate in Years 

1 and 2 after eight books. You will receive a reading 

champion certificate in Years 3,4, 5 and 6 after every 

five books. 

 

Enjoy and don’t forget to share your reading 

recommendations with your friends! 
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READING CHALLENGE TASKS 

Please choose one of these tasks to do when you have read each book. Don’t keep 

repeating the same task - try and choose a different one each time. 

Task 1 
A book Review. This can be written to go in a class collection of book reviews to inspire 
other children to read the book or a verbal book review to your class (with the agreement of 
the teacher). 
 
Task 2 
Draw a picture of your favourite part of the story. Write a sentence about what is happening 
in this part of the story. Explain why you chose to draw this bit. 
 
Task 3 
Write down 3 new words you have learnt from this book. Explain what they mean. Now 
write a sentence for each using the word correctly. 
 
Task 4 
Draw a picture of your favourite character in the book. Explain who the person is and what 
they do in the story. Why do you like him or her best? 
 
Task 5 
Draw a picture of your favourite setting from the book. Where is this place and what 
happens there? 
 
Task 6 
Make up 3 quiz questions about the book. Don’t forget to give the answers. 
 
Task 7 
Copy out 3 sentences or phrases from the book that you really liked. Explain why you liked 
them. 
 
Task 8 
Draw a poster advertising this book. Make sure you write on the poster the reason why 
people should read it. 
 
Task 9 
Draw a picture of one of the characters in the book. Copy 3 things out of the book that the 
writer says about the character. 
 
Task 10 
Pretend to be one of the characters in the book. Write a diary extract for one day in the 
story. Remember a diary is first person, past tense and should include thoughts and feelings. 
 
Task 11 
Which chapter do you think was the most important in the book? Tell us why. Explain what 
happens and why you think it’s important. 



 

YEAR 1 RECOMMENDED READING  

Book 
Show and Tell - Rob Biddulph 

Room on the Broom - Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler 
Ada Twist, Scientist -Andrea Beaty and David Roberts 

My Teacher is a Monster (No I Am Not) - Peter Brown 
I want my Hat Back - Jon Klassen 

Madame Badobedah - Sophie Dahl and Lauren O’Hara 

Mr Wolf’s Pancakes - Jan Fearnley 
The Girl and the Dinosaur - Hollie Hughes and Sarah Massini 

The Day the Crayons Quit - Drew Daywalt and Oliver Jeffers 
Look Up! - Nathan Bryon and Dapo Adeola 

Not Now, Bernard - David McKee 

The Pirates Next Door - Jonny Duddle 
The Paper Dolls - Julia Donaldson and Rebecca Cobb 

The Bumblebear - Nadia Shireen 
No-Bot, The Robot with No Bottom - Sue Hendra and Paul Linnet 

Beast Feast - Emma Yarlett 
Clarice Bean, That’s Me - Lauren Child 

Kitchen Disco - Clare Foges and Al Murphy 

The Dinosaur that Pooped a Planet! - Tom Fletcher, Dougie Poynter, 
Garry Parsons 

Funny Bones - Allan Ahlberg and Janet Ahlberg 
Oh, The Places You’ll Go! Dr Seuss  

First Chapter Books  
Rabbit and Bear: Rabbits Bad Habits - Julian Gough and Jim Field 

Billy Mini Monsters Series: Monsters in the Dark = Zanna Davidson and 
Melanie Williamson 

Hotel Flamingo - Alex Milway 

Horrid Henry: Book 1 - Francesca Simon and Tony Ross 
Dirty Bertie: Bogeys! - Alan MacDonald and David Roberts 

Dave Pigoen - Swapna Haddow and Sheena Dempsey  
 

 

 

 

 



 

YEAR 2 RECOMMENDED READING 

Book 

Izzy Gizmo and the Invention Convention - Pip Jones  

When Sadness Comes to Call - Eva Eland  

Beast Quest: Ferno the Fire Dragon, Series 1, Book 1 - Adam Blade 

Claude in the City - Alex T Smith  

Mr Penguin and the Lost Treasure:  Book 1: Alex T Smith  

Daisy and the Trouble with Life - Kes Gray, Garry Parsons, Nick Sharratt 

Pugly Solves a Crime - Pamela Butchart, Gemma Correll  

The Worst Witch - Jill Murphy  

How To Train your Dragon: Book 1 - Cressida Cowell 

Toto the Ninja Cat and the Great Snake Escape: Book 1 Dermot O’Leary, Nick East  

Dog Diaries - Steven Butler, James Patterson, Richard Watson 

The Nothing to See Here Hotel - Steven Butler and Steven Lenton 

Lottie Luna and the Bloom Garden - Vivian French and Nathan Reed 

Picklewitch and Jack - Claire Barker and Teemu Jahani  

Cinders and Sparks: Magic at Midnight - Lindsey Kelk and Pippa Curnick  

Isadora Moon Goes to School - Harriet Muncaster  

Amelia Fang and the Barbaric Ball - Laura Ellen Anderson  

The Bolds - Julian Clary, David Roberts 

You’re a Bad Man, Mr Gum! - Tom Fletcher  

Sam Wu is Not Afraid of Ghosts! - Kevin Tsang, Katie Tsang, Nathan Reed 

The Twits - Roald Dahl, Quentin Blake  

Fluff and the Farting Fish - Michael Rosen  

The Adventures of Captain Underpants - Dav Pilkey  

The Enchanted Wood - Enid Blyton  

The Hodgeheg - Dick King Smith  

The Diary of a Killer Cat - Anne Fine  

Charlotte’s Web - EB White  

Pippi Longstocking - Astrid Lindgren, Lauren Child  

Winnie the Pooh - AA Milne, EH Shepard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

YEAR 3 RECOMMENDED READING 

Book 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid - Jeff Kinney 

Dog Man - Dav Pilkey  

The Truth Pixie - Matt Haig, Chris Mould  

Planet Omar: Accidental Trouble Magnet: Book 1 - Zanib Mian and Nasaya Mafaridik 

The Brilliant World of Tom Gates - Liz Pichon  

The Cat and the King - Nick Sharratt 

Dork Diaries - Rachel Renee Russell  

Max and the Midknights - Lincoln Peirce  

The 13-Story Treehouse - Andy Griffiths and Terry Denton  

Mr Gum and the Biscuit Billionaire - Andy Stanton, David Tazzyman  

Knighthood for Beginners - Elys Dolan  

The Hundred Mile An Hour Dog: Master of Disguise - Jeremy Strong  

Cookie! (Book 1) Cookie and the Most Annoying Boy in the World - Konnie Huq 

The Witch’s Vacuum Cleaner: and other stories – Terry Pratchett 

The Boy Who Grew Dragons (Book 1) - Andy Shepherd, Sara Ogilvie  

The Sheep Pig - Dick King Smith  

Agent Asha: Mission Shark Bytes - Sophie Deen 

The Creakers - Tom Fletcher, Shane Devries  

Knights and Bikes - Gabrielle Kent, Rex Crowle  

Bad Dad - David Walliams, Tony Ross  

Agent Zaiba Investigates: The Missing Diamonds - Annabelle Sami, Daniela Sosa  

The Spy Who Loved School Dinners - Pamela Buthchart, Thomas Flintham  

Anisha the Accidental Detective - Serena Patel, Emma McCann 

Voices in the Park - Anthony Browne 

Here We Are - Oliver Jeffers  

The Lion The Witch and the Wardrobe - CS Lewis  

Ballet Shoes - Noel Streatfeild 

Stig of the Dump - Clive King, Edward Ardizzone 

The Secret Garden - Frances Hodgson Burnett 

The Magic Faraway Tree - Enid Blyton  

Funky Chickens - Benjamin Zephaniah  

The Accidental Series - Tim McLaughlin 

Dave Pigeon - Swapna Haddow 

The Vampire Rat Series - Pamela Butchart 

The Archie Greene Series - D D Everest 

Jack Stalwart - Elizabeth Hunt 

Judy Moody Series - Megan McDonald 

Mr Gum Series - Andy Stanton 

Teacher Creature series - Sam Watkins 

Mr Majeika Series - Humphrey Carpenter 

The Angel of Nitshill - Anne Fine  

The Boy in the Biscuit Tin - Heather Dyer  

My Cousin is a Time Traveller - Heather Solomons  

I Swapped my Brother on the Internet - Jo Simmons  

 



 

YEAR 4 RECOMMENDED READING 

Book 

44 Tiny Secrets - Sylvia Bishop and Ashley King  

Cloud Busting - Malorie Blackmann  

The Accidental Prime Minister - Tom McLaughlin  

I Cosmo - Carlie Sorosiak  

Anty Hero - Barry Hutchinson, Tom Percival  

Al’s Awesome Science: Egg-speriments! - Jane Clarke, James Browne  

Sleepovers - Jacqueline Wilson, Nick Sharratt 

The (Big Fat Totally Bonkers) Diary of Pig - Elmer Stamp 

Malamander - Thomas Taylor  

Bill’s New Frock - Anne Fine  

The Firework Maker’s Daughter - Philip Pulman  

The Butterfly Lion - Michael Morpurgo, Christian Birmingham 

The Iron Woman - Ted Hughes, Andrew Davidson  

Secrets of a Sun King - Emma Carroll  

Alex Sparrow and the Really Big Stink - Jennifer Killick  

Attack of the Demon Dinner Ladies - Pamela Butchart, Thomas Flintham  

The Parent Agency - David Baddiel, Jim Field  

To Wee or Not to Wee - Pamela Butchart, Thomas Flintham  

Mutant Zombies Cursed My School Trip - Matt Brown, Paco Sordo  

When The Mountains Roared - Jess Butterworth  

Swimming Against the Storm - Jess Butterworth  

North Child - Edith Pattou  

Race to the Frozen North - Catherine Johnson, Katie Hickey  

The Creakers - Tom Fletcher, Shane Devries  

Crater Lake - Jennifer Killick  

Mr Penguin and the Lost Treasure: Book 1 - Alex T Smith  

The Many Worlds of Albie Bright - Christopher Edge 

The Jamie Drake Equation - Christopher Edge 

Jessica’s Ghost - Andrew Norris  

Matt’s Millions - Andrew Norris  

A Year Without Autumn - Liz Kessler  

Has Anyone Seen Jessica Jenkins - Liz Kessler  

The White Giraffe Series - Lauren St John  

Because of Winn Dixie - Kate DiCamillo  

The Tale of Despereaux - Kate DiCamillo  

Curse of the Chocolate Phoenix - Kate Saunders  

The Train to Impossible Places - LD Lapinski  

NeverMoor - Jessica Townsend  

Pages and Co - Anna James  

The Thousand Year Old Boy - Ross Welford  

The Polar Bear Explorer’s Club - Alex Bell  

The Penderwicks - Jeannie Birdsall 

The Borrowers - Mary Norton  



 

The Unadoptables - Hana Tooke 

Moon Dog - Jane Elson 

Attack of the Heebie Jeebies - Tom Percival 

The Girl, The Cat and The Navigator - Matilda Woods 

The Pear Affair - Judith Eagle  

The Wild Way Home - Sophie Kirtley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

YEAR 5 RECOMMENDED READING 

Book 

The Midnight Gang - David Walliams  

Alex Sparrow and the Really Big Stink - Jessica Killik 

My Brother is a Superhero - David Solomons  

Invisible Emmie - Terri Libenson  

The Wizards of Once - Cressida Cowell  

The Super Miraculous Journey of Freddie Yates - Jenny Pearson, Rob Biddulph  

Time Traveling with a Hamster - Ross Welford  

Cogheart - Peter Bunzl  

The Train to Impossible Places - PG Bell, Flavia Sorrentino 

Sky Song - Abi Elphinstone  

The House with Chicken Legs - Sophie Anderson, Elisa Paganelli  

NeverMoor: The Trials of Morrigan Crow Book 1 - Jessica Townsend  

Wonder - RJ Palacio  

The Goldfish Boy - Lisa Thompson 

The Girl with Space in her Heart - Lara Williamson  

Boy Underwater - Adam Baron  

The Bubble Boy - Stewart Foster 

Kid Normal: Kid Normal 1 - Greg James, Chris Smith, Erica Salcedo  

Dork Diaries - Rachel Renee Russell  

Lyttle Lies: The Pudding Problem - Joe Berger  

Artemis Fowl - Eoin Colfer  

The Diamond Brothers in the Falcon’s Malteser - Anthony Horowitz  

The Infinite Lives of Maisie Day - Christopher Edge  

A Place Called Perfect - Helena Duggan  

Rooftoppers - Katherine Rundell  

When Mountains Roared - Jess Butterworth  

When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit - Judith Kerr  

Journey to the River Sea - Eva Ibbotson  

Stay Where You Are and then Leave - John Boyne  

Letters from the Lighthouse - Emma Carroll  

Armistice Runner - Tom Palmer, Tom Clohosy Cole  

The Breadwinner - Deborah Ellis  

Inside Out and Back Again - Thannha Lai 

No Ballet Shoes in Syria - Catherine Bruton  

Ophelia and the Marvellous Boy - Karen Foxlee 

Mr Lemoncello’s Library - Chris Grabstein 

The Boy Who Flew - Fleur Hitchcock 

Mystery of the Colour Thief - Ewa Josefkowicz 

The Girls With the Shark’s Teeth - Cerrie Burnell 

The Extraordinary Colours of Auden Dare - Zillah Bethell 

The Star Spun Web - Sinead O’Hart 

The House of a Hundred Clocks - A M Howell 
 



 

YEAR 6 RECOMMENDED READING 

Book 

Anna at War - Helen Peters  

Jelly - Jo Cotterill  

The Bubble Boy - Stewart Foster  

Being Miss Nobody - Tamsin Winter  

Boy Underwater - Adam Baron  

A Boy Called Hope - Lara Williamson  

Beetle Boy - MG Leonard  

StormBreaker - Anthony Horowitz  

Kensuke’s Kingdom - Michael Morpurgo  

The Light Jar - Lisa Thompson  

The Wolf Rider - Katherine Rundell, Gelrey Ongbico  

Louis Sachar - Holes  

The Railway Children - E Nesbit  

Carrie’s War - Nina Bawden 

The Skylark’s War - Hilary McKay  

Lightening Mary - Anthea Simmons  

Head Kid - David Baddiel, Steven Lenton  

#Help! My Cat’s a Vlogging Superstar! - Rae Earl  

Jacky Ha Ha: My Life is a Joke (Jacky Ha Ha 2) - James Patterson  

Cosmic - Frank Cottrell Boyce  

Skellig - David Almond  

Cogheart - Peter Bunzl  

The Star-Spun Web - Sinead O’Hart  

A Darkness of Dragons - SA Patrick  

Illegal: A Graphic Novel Telling One Boy’s Epic Journey to Europe - Eoin Coffer, 
Andrew Donkin, Giovanni Rigano 

Pax - Sara Pennypacker, Jon Klassen  

Itch Series - Simon Mayo  

Timmy Failure: Mistakes Were Made - Stephen Pastis  

The Maze Runner Series - James Dashner  

Windslinger Trilogy - William Nicholson  

Pig Heart Boy - Malorie Blackman  

The Star Outside My Window - Onjali Rauf 

Boy 87 - Ele Fountain  

The Invisible Boy - Alyssa Hollingsworth 

Sally Lockheart Series - Phillip Pullman  

The Land of Stories Series - Chris Colfer  

Eleventh Orphan Series - Joan Lingard  

Because of Mr Terupt - Rob Buyea 

Counting by Sevens - Goldberg Sloan  

The Breadwinner Series - Deborah Ellis  

The Silver Sword - Ian Serellier  

Number the Stars - Lois Lowry  



 

The Phantom Tollbooth - Norton Juster  

Emergency Zoo - Miriam Halahmy  

Walk Two Moons - Sharon Creech  

Tall Story - Candy Gourlay  

The Secret Lake - Karen Inglis  

A Pocketful of Stars - Aisha Bushby  

 

 

  

 


